
“WHO IS WATCHING THE DIRT FLY?”

The Citizens’ Bond
Oversight Committee

2006 Year of Construction
Exciting progress was made on six 
new buildings and over $10 million 
in completed repairs and renovations, 
all during the past year. The CBOC is 
pleased to report to the East County 
community that Grossmont College 
and Cuyamaca College will enjoy the 
use of new facilities beginning the 
Spring 2007 Semester, which started 
January 22, 2007.

“The fact that students can enjoy classes 
in new state-of-the art facilities just four 
years and three months  after the voters said yes to Prop R is a remarkable achievement,” 
said Harvey Goodfriend, Chairman of the CBOC’s Construction Sub-Committee.  Prop 
R was passed in November of 2002, providing $207 million for improvements to existing 
facilities and construction of new buildings.  
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Dear Citizens:

This is the fourth Annual 
Report from your 
Grossmont-Cuyamaca 
Community College 
District’s (GCCCD) 
Citizens’ Bond Oversight 
Committee (CBOC).  
Our CBOC is empowered 
under the California State 
Constitution to provide 

oversight for the $207 million dollar bond that was 
approved by East County voters in 2002.

Our voters wisely decided to fund the construction 
and repair of Grossmont and Cuyamaca Colleges – 
two of the finest community colleges in the nation.  
Our CBOC members take their responsibilities very 
seriously.  In carrying out our duties, we have been 
recognized for our comprehensive, state-of-the-art 
website, and we have twice been recognized for 
excellence by the San Diego Taxpayer’s Association.

The Education Code also charges the CBOC 
with the statutory duty to engage Certified Public 
Accountants to perform annual financial and 
performance audits.  We are pleased to report that 
we now have four consecutive years of “clean” audits.  

In addition, the CBOC Audit Committee 
recommended that a third audit, which we refer to 
as a “Program Performance Review”, be undertaken 
consistent with the Government Accounting Office 
definition for performance audits.  This is a step 
beyond the technical requirements of the Education 
Code audits and we recognize the Chancellor and 
Governing Board for allowing the CBOC to take 
this additional step.

We are pleased to report that we hired a preeminent 
expert, AF Consultants, in the field of college 
facilities construction programs, and their 
Performance Review reinforces our opinion that our 
Prop R program has met, and continues to meet, the 
highest standards.

We encourage you to regularly visit our website and 
stay current with our work.

Project Updates

Four Major Projects Completed
Science Laboratory Building 
Grossmont College
This two-story building will house laboratories for biology, chemistry, and geology/
oceanography programs, as well as storage facilities, faculty offices, a 40-station computer 
learning center, a greenhouse facility and an exterior native garden. The placement of the 
facility completes a square of four buildings – the Science and Technology quadrangle 
– surrounding a large open space.

Grossmont College Science Laboratory Building

Continued on next page

Cuyamaca College Science Technology Center

Ken Sobel



Project Updates Continued

2006 Repair and Renovation  

During 2006, the Grossmont College 500 
Building restrooms were completely renovated. 
This project, which consisted of both student 
and faculty facilities, included new plumbing 
and sewer connections, new floors, new 
fixtures, and new tile. The central heating and 
cooling plants at both Grossmont College 
and Cuyamaca College were upgraded and 
expanded, creating capacity for the new 
buildings being completed now and in the 
future. These plants will allow for the most 
energy efficient heating and cooling for 
classrooms and offices.  Over $28 million has 
been encumbered for repairs and renovation, 
most of it for projects in 2006 and 2007.  

Digital Arts and Sculpture 
Complex - Grossmont College
The Digital Arts Laboratories Building will 
include a wet photography facility and its 
digital counterpart; the digital counterpart 
of traditional art labs; a digital multimedia 
lab designed to merge the traditional fine 
arts, music, video and cinema; media 
communication labs, including the KGFN 
campus radio station, video studio, and faculty 
offices. The Sculpture Laboratory Building and 
Yard will provide sculpture and 3-D design/
jewelry studios with a large outdoor sculpture 
work yard.

The Cuyamaca College Communication Arts 
Building (pictured below) is funded by State 
general obligation bonds and Prop R funds.  
This $44 million total project facility is 
scheduled for completion in October 2007.

The Grossmont College Digital Arts Building (pictured above) has recently been completed.  This 
$17 million, two building project was funded with State general obligation bonds and Prop R 
funds.  

Careful Yet Aggressive 
Planning and Design

During 2003 and 2004, the Grossmont-
Cuyamaca Community College District 
undertook a planning and design effort that 
allowed construction projects to be designed 
and bid without delays. This effort involved 
a variety of activities, starting with each 
college taking the time to develop and adopt 
Design Guidelines, so that new buildings 
were consistent with older buildings and with 
the “character” of each campus.  According 
to Architect Dale Switzer, GCCCD Director 
of Facilities Planning and Development, 
“The colleges wanted to ensure that each 
new building worked well visually with other 
new buildings and with existing buildings.” 
Each college also conducted an open selection 
process for project architects. These important 
elements took time, but allowed Prop R projects 
to meet and exceed expectations.

Audit Report 
For the fourth consecutive year, the fiscal 
year Prop R Audits contained no findings 
or recommendations.  The State requires a 
financial audit and a performance audit.  Both 
audits, prepared by the firm Wilkinson Hadley 
and Co. LLP, included the auditor’s statement 
that all Prop R accounting records were 
found to meet all generally accepted industry 
standards.  The Performance Audit concluded 
that Prop R funds were only used for state 
allowed expenditures, and not used for teacher 
or administrative salaries.  As pointed out by 
Karen Lanning, CPA and Chairwoman of the 
CBOC Audit Sub-committee, “Four years of 
spotless audits is a remarkable achievement.”

Program Performance Review: 
With CBOC encouragement, a first ever 
construction oriented assessment of the Prop 
R program was approved by the District, and 
conducted by an independent third-party 
capital facilities expert.  It reviewed consultant 
cost, architect fees, and project schedules. 
The report, believed to be the first of its kind 
in California, concluded that the District 
and East County taxpayers have a well run 
construction program.

Note: All copies of the Financial Audit, the Performance Audit, 
and the Program Performance Audit can be viewed on the Prop 
R Program web site: www.gcccd.edu

Science and Technology 
Center - Cuyamaca College
The new Science and Technology Center will 
provide an appropriate complement of physical 
and life science labs, computer science labs, 
and computer art labs to meet the college’s 
present and future needs. It will also house two 
independent learning labs, one a Basic Skills 
Training Center and the other a Biochemical 
Instrumentation Lab to support the physical 
and life sciences. The building will be located 
adjacent to the existing classroom and lab 
“core” of the campus where utilities and other 
support services are close at hand.



2007 Outlook
Student Center - Cuyamaca College
$19 million
Scheduled for August-September 2007 completion
Open for Fall 2007
Architect: LPA, Inc.

Communication Arts - Cuyamaca College
$44 million
Scheduled for October 2007 completion
Open for Spring Semester – January 2008
Architect: NTD Stichler

Exercise Science/Wellness Building Renovations 
Grossmont College
$7 million
Scheduled for Spring 2008 completion
Open for Summer 2008
Architect: Architects Mosher Drew Watson Ferguson

Parking Update - Grossmont College
Alternatives currently being reviewed

Student Services Complex - Grossmont College
Preliminary design to be completed 2007
Architect: Architects Mosher Drew Watson Ferguson

*Check our web site for Fall project descriptions:
  www.gcccd.edu

Prop R Questions and Answers

Construction is currently underway for the $19 million 
Cuyamaca College Student Center (pictured above) funded 
with State general obligation bonds and Prop R funds.  

The Grossmont College Sculpture Building (pictured below) has recently been 
completed.  This building is part of the $17 million Digital Arts/Sculpture 
complex funded with State general obligation bonds and Prop R funds.  

How were decisions made to select projects to be funded by Prop R?

The Governing Board adopted five plans that prioritized projects.  
The five plans included a repair and renovation plan, a facilities condition 
assessment plan, an information technology plan, a capital projects Master 
Plan and energy reduction plan.

Will Prop R fund all these projects?

No.  Prop R will only fund about one-half of the projects on the Capital 
Master Plan.

How was the decision made, and what process was used, to select 
which projects receive funding?

There were several factors, including if state matching funds were available.  
First, each college, separately, reviews the list of projects for its campus with 
faculty, staff, students and administration, known as shared governance.  This 
group considers the needs of the campus and any changes that were required.  
They then made a recommendation to the College President, and in turn 
to the Chancellor and Governing Board.  All changes or adjustments to the 
project list follow this process.

Did last November’s state-wide education bond measure provide 
any funding for GCCCD projects?

Yes.  Prop 1-D will provide up to 50% of the funding for the Grossmont 
College Health Sciences Building and the Cuyamaca College Business/CIS 
building.  Health Sciences, a $12.5 million project, will house nursing 
and science classrooms.  The architect is Mosher, Drew, Watson, Ferguson 
(MDWF).  Business/CIS, a $12.2 million project, will house computer labs; 
and real estate, business and office technology classrooms.  The architect is 
LPA Architects.

What is the current plan for providing for more parking at 
Grossmont College?

The original plan was to build a 3-level parking structure that would provide 
800 new spaces.  However, the escalation in construction costs made this 
project very expensive.  Therefore other options, like purchasing additional 
land and providing more surface parking, are being evaluated.

Q.

A.

Q.

Q.

Q.

Q.

A.

A.

A.

A.

Prop R Questions and Answers



CBOC Members
• Ken Sobel, CBOC Chair, San Diego attorney
• Clifford Diamond, Grossmont College Administration of  Justice Law   
   Enforcement Advisory Committee, El Cajon Police Chief
• Charles R. Fouquette, longtime journeyman ironworker, former  
   delegate to the San Diego Building and Construction Trades Council,  
   representing labor
• Harvey Goodfriend, San Diego County Taxpayers Association
• Brian Hash, student representative of Cuyamaca College and current  
   ASCC President 
• Lu-Gray Hill, local real estate broker representing senior citizens
• Scott Kidwell, local electrical contractor, representing construction      
   industry
• Karen Lanning, local CPA, representing financial industry
• Patricia McCormack, President of the Cuyamaca College Foundation
• Arkan Somo, principal of Arkan Somo and Associates, consulting for  
   business and non-profits
• Cindy Valenzuela-Diaz, student representative of the Associated      
   Students of Grossmont College and current ASGC Vice-President

  Thanks go to CBOC members whose terms ended in 2006:
• Ernest Ewin, former CBOC Chair, City of La Mesa Councilman,       
   former banking executive
• Rosalyn Johnson, student representative of Cuyamaca College,      
   former ASCC President
• Don McCloud, student representative of Grossmont College,     
   former ASGC Vice-President.
• David Waitley, residential homebuilder, REI homes
• Glenn Wilhite, landscape contractor

Continued from front page

We are pleased to report that we have leveraged the $207 
million dollars in local bond funds with an additional $82 
million state matching funds, funds that would not have been 
available without passage of Prop R.  

We encourage you to visit our campuses and see the new 
buildings that have been completed, or are on the verge 
of completion, including Grossmont College Science Lab 
Building, the Digital Arts and Sculpture Buildings, and the 
Cuyamaca College Science and Technology Center.

These new and updated facilities will provide the quality 
learning environment critical to meeting the needs of 
our students, and ultimately, the needs of a 21st Century 
workforce.

With all of the good work by the District, the colleges, 
and your Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee, we have had to meet very 
significant challenges.  The scope of some projects (eliminating or down-
sizing some) was reduced by the Colleges and the Board when the Bond was 
first proposed primarily due to two (2) factors.  First, the last few years have 
witnessed an unprecedented upward spiral of construction material costs; on 
average a 1-2% increase per month.  Second, the State implemented matching 
fund programs that virtually guaranteed our projects would be matched 
(good news), but required GCCCD to increase our share (bad news).  

One other potential problem may occur as a result of a recent California 
Supreme Court decision that may allow the County of San Diego to 
charge “mitigation” costs to the GCCCD to offset the impact of our new 
construction.  At this point, it is difficult to determine whether Prop R funds 
may be used for such mitigation, or for the cost of mitigation.  However, your 
CBOC will continue to monitor the situation.  

Notwithstanding these challenges, we believe that the Program Management 
by your elected Trustees, the District and College Administrations and our 
Program Manager, GAFCON, has resulted in mitigating these challenges 
and maximizing the number and quality of projects completed – both the 
repair of existing facilities and construction of new facilities.   Your CBOC 
commends each of them for a job well done.

In addition, the outstanding preparation, detail and timing provided by the 
District allowed GCCCD to get the best interest rate for our bonds (and at 
the lowest underwriting costs), all of which provide a substantial savings to 
our taxpayers.

While this is our fourth annual report, it is my first as Chairman.  Our first 
Chairman, La Mesa City Councilman Ernest (Ernie) Ewin, served for the 
first 3 years; I had the good fortune to work with him closely as his Vice-
Chairman during that time.  Ernie is an amazing and dedicated leader, and 
we are indebted to him for his service.

In closing, like the Canadian national anthem, your CBOC will continue 
to “stand on guard for thee”.  Please read the articles in our newsletter and 
contact us should you have any questions, comments or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Ken Sobel, Chairman

Back row: Harvey Goodfriend, Cindy Valenzuela-Diaz, Ken Sobel (Chairman), 
Rafael Miravete (sitting in for Brian Hash), and Charles Fouquette.  Front 
row: Karen Lanning, Clifford Diamond, Lu-Gray Hill, and Arkan Somo.  Not 
pictured: Patricia McCormack and Scott Kidwell.

CBOC Welcomes Public Input 
Your CBOC encourages you to attend a CBOC meeting and we 
welcome your comments. The CBOC meets quarterly in April, 
July, and October at the Heritage of the Americas Museum 
at Cuyamaca College from 6:00-8:00 p.m.  For meeting 
dates please check the Web Site. www.gcccd.edu, click on 
Construction News and then click on the CBOC link. 


